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be made, we see the counter-move of Harley and Bolingbroke to the manoeuvre of the Dutch.
The policy of the Whigs was singularly stupid ; it promised as the  sequel  to  splendid victories, nothing but an indefinite continuance of the war. They  lost sight of the  changed state of affairs on the Continent and in England.    The Emperor Joseph had died, and Charles of Austria, the candidate of the Allies for the Spanish throne, was the  new  Emperor;  at  the  same  time Louis of Anjou, the nephew of the French  King, was de facto King of Spain.    The Allies had no one to put in his place, for the union of the Empire and the throne  of Spain  was  admittedly impossible. Apart  from   the   jealousies   it   would   create,   it threatened that balance of power which was ever in the minds of the statesmen of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.    To seek for another candidate was  to  open  the  door to intrigue, and to create dissensions among all the continental powers. Above all,  the  power  of the French  King was broken  and  humbled,   and   the  majority  of  the English people perceived that he had ceased to be a menace to European peace, and to what they valued above all, the principles of the Revolution of  1688.     Year  after year enormous  sums  had been raised for  the  purposes  of the continually recurring  campaigns,  and  the  policy  of Harley was the only one which gave the least hope of